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DISCOURSE  III. 

Of  THE  Miracles  bt  which  the  nEEnTRANCK  ok 
THE  iSBAEUTES  FROM  THEIB  BOSPAUE  LN  EoTPT 
WAS  EFFECTED.— Dr.  FritstUy. 

Jihi  Israel  saw  the  great  works  which  the  Lord 
did  upon  the  Eiqfptvms,  and  the  people  /cored 
the  Lord,  and  hts  servant  Moses. 

Exod.  xiv.31. 

(Concluded.) 

Whatever  Moses  mif^ht  iiave  been  taught  of  the 
IramiM  of  the  Egyptiana,  k  either  amounted  to 
very  litue.  or,  if  it  tiad  any  rdation  to  the  powr  tsof 
nature,  he  retained  but  little  of  k,  as  be  seems  to 
have  been  unposed  upon  by  the  tricks  of  the  ma- 
4cians,  who  imitated  ills  niie,aJcs.  For  with  the 
greatest  simplicitv  he  savs,  tliat  those  magicians  did 
ilie  very  same  that  he  tfid,  in  changing  their  rods 
into  serpents,  Exod.vii.  II,  water  into  blood,  v.  2!2, 
and  in  bringing  irogt  upon  the  land,  ch.  viii.  7.  From 
this  he  would  pm^ibly  infer,  that  these  magicians 
were  assisted  by  some  superior  beings,  but  tliat  the 
power  of  his  G  od  was  greater  than  that  of  theirs.  Of 
ihishc  could  have  no  doubt,  fmm  the  serpent,  into 
ivhich  Aaron’s  rod  was  changed,  swallowing  up  those 
which  had  been  substituted  in  the  place  of  their  rods, 
md  especially  from  their  not  being  able  to  remove 
the  plagues  with  wliich  his  God  had  afflicted  them. 

As  this  persuasion  w  as  suffleient  for  his  purpose, 
and  would  encourage  him  to  |)crsist  in  what  he  had 
undertaken,  he  was  permitted,  as  far  as  appears,  to 
remain  ignorant  of  their  aits.  The  frequent  inter¬ 
vention  of  superior  beings,  and  the  power  of  certain 
Ibrms  of  words  and  ceremonies,  to  bring  down,  and 
to  direct,  the  agency  of  tho»e  beings,  was  the  be¬ 
lief  of  all  noankind  in  the  early  ages  of  the  world  ; 
and  it  was  nothing  but  Christianity,  which  led  to  the 
better  philosophy  of  modern  tunes,  that  has  unde¬ 
ceived  mankind  ip  tliis  respect.  This  belief  h:u  even 
still  greater  pow  er  over  the  vulgar  in  all  Chri-.tian 
countries,  churiM,  as  they  are  called,  being  in  daily 
use  for  the  cure  of  ilisorders,  and  m:my  other  pur¬ 
poses.  Moses  had  no  doubt  of  the  reality  of  his 
own  miracles,  being  conscious  that  he  liad  recoKrsc 
to  no  artilice  whatever  ;  and  believing  that  the 
Egyptian  priest,  had  superuaturd  assUtance  of  a 
>imilar  nature,  though  inferior  to  that  which  accom-  j 
(lanied  him,  he  relates  vviiat  appeared  to  him  to  be  i 
the  fart,  on  both  sides  with  equal  .simplicity.  j 
That  the  miracles  of  Moses  could  not  have  been 
any  trick,  is  evident,  from  the  magnitude  of  them,  ] 
anil  from  other  circumstances  attending  them.  In 
the  first  instance,  it  was  not  a  .small  quantity  of  wa¬ 
ter,  such  as  might  have  been  contained  in  a  bason, 
that  appeared  to  have  been  converted  mto  blood,  or 
to  become  led  like  blood,  which  was  probably  all 
that  the  Egyptian  magicians  cfrected,and  which  many 
persons  at  this  day  could  perforin  as  well  as  they, 
bitf  it  was  all  the  water  of  the  river,  so  that  the  peo¬ 
ple  could  not  make  any  use  of  it,  but  were  obliged 
to  dig  wells.  As  the  like  has  never  happened  to  this 
fiver  before,  or  to  any  other  river  since  that  time,  it 
i*  Evident  that  there  must  have  been  a  ihiracle  in  the 


case.  This  change  must  also  have  affected  the  river 
through  the  whole  «f  its  extern,  and  have  continued 
a  considerable  time,  otherwise  fresh  water  would 
soon  have  diluted  Uie  vitiated,  and  in  a  short  time 
tlie  river  would  have  purged  itself.  Supposing  this 
change  in  tlie  river  to  liave  been  introduced  by  some 
lEitural,  but  at  present  unknown,  cause,  yet  as  it  had 
operatesi  only  at  tlie  time  that  .Moses  foretold  that 
it  would,  there  must  have  bturn  something  mincu- 
bnis  in  liis  foreknowledge  of  that  event:  for  he  could 
not  himself  liave  been  able  to  etlect  what  he  declar¬ 
ed  would  certainly  come  to  pass. 

This  extraordinary  miracle  continued  seven  days, 
and  by  what  means  this  change  in  the  river  ceased 
we  are  nut  told  (  but  presently  after  came  tire  plague 
of  frogs,  which  did  not  consist  in  the  introduction 
of  a  few  of  them  into  one  particular  place,  but  in¬ 
fested  the  whole  land  of  Egy|M,  ani  yet  on  the 
prayer  of  Moses  they  all  died  in  the  towns  and  villa¬ 
ges  in  one  day,  and  remained  only  in  the  river. 

Allowing  Moses  to  have  learned  some  tricks  of 
legerdemain  of  the  Egyptian  magicians,  he  could 
not  have  been  more  expert  than  his  ina.sters,  espe¬ 
cially  as  he  liad  been  put  of  the  countiy  forty  years, 
and  in  tlie  mean  time  tht'y  could  not  have  lost,  but, 
probably,  would  have  giiincd,  .skill  in  their  arts,  so 
that  they  might  easily  have  detected  any  trick  of  his. 
Besides,  he  was  but  one  man,  or  at  most  was  only 
assisted  by  his  brother  Aaron  ;  whereas  tliey  were 
many,  which  gives  a  great  advantage  in  things  of 
this  nature. 

In  the  next  miracle,  all  the  dust  in  the  land,  it  is 
said,  became  lice,  both  upon  man  and  upon  beast, 
that  is,  the  quantity  was  so  great,  that  it  seemed  as 
if  all  the  dust  of  tlie  country  liad  been  converted 
into  lice.  After  this  a  swarm  of  flies  filled  the  whole 
country,  and  yet,  on  the  prayer  of  Moses,  they 
were  all  removed,  and  not  one  remained. 

In  the  next  place,  on  the  word  of  Moses,  a  grie¬ 
vous  inurraiii  fell  upon  all  the  cattle  of  Egypt,  but 
not  upon  those  of  tlie  Israelites,  the  day  after  it  was 
threatened  ;  and  then,  on  the  simple  sprinkling  of 
ashes  into  the  air,  the  plague  of  boils  came  upon  man 
and  upon  beasts  and'even  upon  the  magicians  them- 
st'lvc.s,  while  tbevstivod  in  the  presence  of  Moses 
and  rharauh,  which  shews,  that  they  had  no  pow¬ 
er  to  eoimtemct  that  which  ai  companied  Moses. 

Aftivr  this  a  grievous  hail  storm,  accompanied  with 
thunder  and  lightning,  a  tiling  never  known  in  tliat 
I  country,  and  so  severe  that  not  only  the  more  tender 
lierlis,  but  even  the  trees  of  the  field,  were  broken 
by  it ;  an<l  yet  upon  that  part  of  the  country  which 
the  Israelites  inhabited  there  was  no  hail,  'fliis  ca¬ 
lamity  contrary  to  its  usual  nature,  must  have  con¬ 
tinued  some  time  ;  but  at  the  entreaty  of  Pharaoh, 
and  the  piayerof  Moses,  h  immediately  ceased. 

After  the  hail  followeii  the  locusts,  which  devour¬ 
ed  every  green  thing  in  the  w  hole  land  ;  and  this  also, 
at  the  relenting  of  Pharaoh,  and  tlie  prayer  of  Mo¬ 
ses,  was  entirely  removed. 

The  next  miracle  was  an  extraordinary  darkness 
where  the  Egyptians  lived,  while  it  continued  light 
with  tlie  Israelites.  And  the  last  miracle  was  of  a 
still  more  extraonlinar)'  nauwe,  viz.  the  death  of 
the  firit-bom,  and  of  the  first-born  only,  of  man  an»l 
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of  beast  too,  in  one  particular  nif'lit,  through  the 
wliole  land  of  Keypt,  while  not  one  of  the  Israel¬ 
ites  died,  and  this  peremptorily  foretold  before  the 
event. 

Things  bf  this  magnitude  could  never  have  been 
efler  ted  by  art,  and  it  is  evident  that  the  nngieians 
of  Egypt  were  sensible  that  they  w  ere  produced  by 
siipr'i natural  power.  For,  upon  tlie  miracle  ot  the 
lice  tiiev  conl'l  not  help  confessing  it.  Thu,  said 
they,  ts  thf  JinjifT  of  God,  Exod.viii.  ID.  On  this 
they  desisted  Ironi  making  any  more  attempts  to 
imitate  the  miracles  of  Moses,  afraid,  probably,  to 
procee  l  .my  farther.  ^ 

In  Older  to  coinineinorite  the  most  extraordinary 
event,  the  sparing  the  first  born  of  Israel,  while  those 
of  the  Kgv  ptiaiis  were  destroyeil,  a  peculiar  rile 
was  instituted,  and  announced  before  the  event.  It 
consisted  of  killing  and  eating  a  lamb  with  particu¬ 
lar  ceremonies  at  that  time  of  every  future  year,  to 
be  continued  as  long  as  they  should  be  a  nation,  | 
the  first  time  of  celebration  taking  place  on  the  very  | 
night  on  which  the  event  to  be  commemorated  hap-| 
pencil.  No  record  of  any  event  could  be  mure  iin-i 
exceptionable  than  this  ;  so  that  the  continuance  of 
the  cu.stom,  which  all  the  Jews  keep  up  to  this  day, 
is  .an  unexceptionable  proof  of  the  reality  of  the 
fact,  much  more  than  any  other  known  custom 
is  a  proof  of  any  other  fact  connected  with  it,  as 
that  of  our  making  bonfires  in  commemoration  ol 
the  giin|M)wder-plot  in  England  ;  the  event  com¬ 
memorated,  and  the  sign  of  it,  taking  place  at  the 
same  instant  of  time,  and  the  event  being  record¬ 
ed  while  it  was  fresh  in  the  memory  <d  all  the  wit¬ 
nesses  of  it,  who  were  not  a  few  individuals,  but  a 
whole  nation,  and  that  the  least  disposed  to  credu¬ 
lity,  as  their  whole  history,  :md  their  present  cha¬ 
racter,  abundantly  prove.  j 

The  passage  of  the  Israelites  through  the  Red  Sea 
was  a  miracle  «;n  a  still  larger  scale,  and  had  greater  j 
I’onsequences,  viz.  thetota!  destruction  of  Pharaoh’s  i 
great  host  of  armed  chariots  and  horses,  and  ot  him-' 
.self  along  w  ith  them.  That  this  great  event  should 
be  accounted  for  in  a  natural  way  is  absolutely  ini-| 
possible.  Had  the  waters  been  driven  back  by  a' 
strong  wind,  as  nothing  but  the.  coiitimied  force  of, 
the  w  ind  could  have  kept  them  in  that  situation,  it  i 
would  not  have  been  possible  for  man  or  bea.st,  and  j 
still  more  for  chariots,  to  have  passed  during  the  I 
blowing  of  it,  and  yet  it  is  evident  that  they  did  it,  I 
:ind  at  their  leisure.  Resides,  the  waters  were  held  j 


j  their  gods,  c^uld  avail  them  against  the  power  of 
j  Jehovah,  who  was  tlieirown  God,  when  it  was  thus 
j  wonderfully  and  seasonably  exerted.  And  we  find, 
in  the  course  of  the  history,  that  the  impression 
'  which  tlu'se  events  made  on  all  the  neighbouring 
nations  was  very  gn*at,  and  that  they  ever  after  re¬ 
tained  an  idea  of  the  superiority  of  the  God  of  Iv 
j  rael  to  their  own  deities,  thmigh  this  did  not  induce 
them  to  relinquish  thehr  worship;  it  being  the  fixed 
persuasion  of  all  mankind  in  those  early  ages,  that 
there  were  many  gods,  or  invisible  powers,  on  whom 
different  nations  or  districts,  and  <ijfferent  provinces 
in  nature,  depended. 

The  effect  which  it  was  apprehended  the  report 
of  these  miracles  would  have  upon  the  nations  is 
thus  expressed  in  the  song  of  Moses,  Exod.  xv.  1  i. 
'Thtpntulesh'ill  htarvndhr  tiffruid,  strrrow  nfiuU 
hikt  hold  o»  thf  inJuihiUintu  of  Pultalint.  ITim 
the  dnkfs  of  Kdom  ahull  he  umized,  tkt  miphitf 
men  of  Mtxth,  trrmblins:  ahull  tukt  hold  upon  thtm ; 
alt  thf  inhubitavta  of  Canaan  ahull  melt  away. 
Fear  and  dread  shall  fall  upon  thtm.  Hy  the.  f^rtaf- 
neas  of  thine  arm  shall  they  be  as  still  ua  a  atom. . 
The  Ijord  shall  rtif^n forever  and  ever. 

We  sec  the  imptession  that  these  miracles  made 
upon  the  Philistines  remained  upon  their  minds  iu 
the  time  of  Samuel.,  For,  on  the  news  of  tlic  ark 
being  broiigh  into  tlic  camp  of  the  Israelites,  they 
express  the  greatest  apprehensions,  i  Sam.  iv.  7. 
find  the  Philiatinea  tcere  afraid ;  for  they  said. 
Cod  is  rome  info  the  camp,  •ind  they  aaid,  Ho 
unto  us  !  uho  shall  deliver  us  mt  of  the  hand  of 
these  mighty  Coda  '}  These  rire  the  Coda  that 
smote  the  Egyptians  %rith  all  the  plagues  in  the 
trildemtas.  And  in  their  consultations  about  seiid- 
in'.:  back  the  ark,  after  they  had  suffcied  by  detain¬ 
ing  it,  they  say,  iSam.vi.  H,  IVherefore  then  do 
yt  harden  your  hearts,  as  the.  Egyptians  and  Pha¬ 
raoh  hardened  their  hearts,  irhen  he  held  tcrought 
wonderfully  among  theuii  Did  they  not  let  the 
people  CO,  and  they  departed  We  m.ay  judge 
troiii  this  how  generally  these  extraordinary  facts 
were  .at  that  time  known,  and  what  an  idea  they  ex¬ 
cited  of  the  power  of  the  God  of  Israel. 

EPZSTOLART. 

Bosto.x,  July  3,  1827. 

Dear  P rather, 


back  on  both  sides,  which  couM  not  have  been  ef¬ 
fected  by  a  w  ind,  blow  ing  in  any  one.  direction  what¬ 
ever.  The  former  of  these  observafii'ns  will  apply 
to  the  piLssage  of  the  Israelites  tliroiigh  the  river  Jor¬ 
dan,  which  divided  to  make  way  for  them  during  the 
season  of  its  overflowing  its  banks,  and  which  eon- 
tinued  a  whole  dav,  as  that  through  the  Red  Sea 
continued  the  whole  night. 

The  effect  of  these  miracles,  and  especially  of 
this  last,  impressed  the  people  greatly.  They  were 
not  things  w  hich  they  had  heard  of  others,  but  w  hat 
they  had  seen  themselves.  For,  as  we  read  in  my 
text,  Exod.  xiv.  31.  Israel  saw  the  great  work 
whicht  he  Lord  did  upon  the  Egyptians,  and  the 
people  feared  the  Uird,  and  they  believed  the 
Lard  arut  his  servant  Moses.  They  were  convinc¬ 
ed  that,  notwithstanding  the  boasteil  wisdom  of  ihc 
E^'ptians,  and  their  great  superiority  to  all  other  na¬ 
tions  for  not  only  Babylon,  but  even  Nineveh,  the 
mother  of  Babylon,  had  no  existence  at  that  time) 
notwithstanding  their  immense  armed  force,  their 
horses  and  their  chariots ;  and  notwithstanding  their 
devotedness  to  their  gods,  for  which  they  were  al¬ 
ways  cel'  brafcd,  neither  thei;  policy,  their  arms,  or 


I  rejoice  indeed  tliat  the  pure  word  of  God. 
is  promulgated  in  and  about  iny  native  place  ; 
(Albany,)  and  that  many  are  willing  ajid  in¬ 
clined  to  hear  that  w’ord  which  breathes  so 
much  peace  on  earth,  and  good  will  to  men. 
You  will,  however,  agree  vvitli  me,  when  I  ob¬ 
serve,  that  you  liave  much  to  contend  with  in 
the  preaching  of  the  doctrine  of  Universal 
Salvation,  in  your  section  of  the  country.  Old 
and  deep  rooted  prejudices  in  favor  of  the 
doctrine  of  interminable  woe,  however,  must 
give  way  to  the  more  blessed  and  heavenly 
doctrine  of  final  salvation;  and  I  look  forward 
with  joy  unutterable  in  the  full  assursnee,  that 
the  doctrine  of  Universal  Salvation,  as  taught 
in  the  volume  of  truth,  will  prevail  and  suc¬ 
ceed  the  labors  of  its  promulgators. 

With  these  brief  remarks  on  a  subject  that 
has  given  me  much  comfort  and  joy,  I  would 
offer  an  apology  for  the  freedom  I  have  taken, 
being  a  stranger,  but  thro’  the  good  feelings  of 
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your  heart,  I  am  induced  the  mor*;  to  offer 
this,  as  1  am  directed  so  to  do,  by  sister  S. 
How,  who  has  rarely  ceased  speaking  of  the 
comfort  and  joy  she  derived  at  the  association 
at  Washington,  N.  11.  and  who  desires  to  be 
remembered  in  the  must  affectionate  terms. 

A  spirit  of  enquiry  for  the  truth  prevails 
more  than  it  ever  did  before,  in  and  about  this 
l  ily.  People  are  more  inclined  to  read  the 
scriptures,  and  judge  for  themselves,  a  duty 
tliat  ought  to  be  Uie  more  strenuously  urged 
than  it  ever  yet  has  been,  and  I  sincerely  pray, 
that  it  may  be  urged  on  all  occasions.  Man¬ 
kind  have  generally  been  taught  by  men,  with¬ 
out  examining  scripture,  consequently  the 
dreadful  doctrine  of  eternal  misery  has  prevail¬ 
ed  to  an  alarming  degree.  My  dear  brother, 
1  have  great  reason  to  rejoice  in  the  mercy  of 
God,  1  feel  as  though  I  have  greater  reason 
than  all  the  world  together,  to  be  grateful  to 
God  for  his  boundless  mercy  towards  itie,  (let 
me  refer  you  to  the  narrative  in  Brother  Pick¬ 
erings  paper,  drc.)  a  short  time  since 

Brother  N.  Wright,  jun.  has  accepted  a 
call  for  a  few  weeks  at  Hartford,  and  left  here 
for  that  place  last  Wednesday. 

Yours,  most  affectionately, 

ABRAHAM  LANSING. 
Bk.v.  L.  Willis,  Troy,  New  York. 
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Trot,  Saturdat,  Jllt,  7,  l«i7. 

HKLL. 

By  this  word  b  generally  unller^tood  that  state 
or  place  where  the  wicked,  after  the  general  judg¬ 
ment  will  be  whelmed  amid  the  billowing  surges  of 
ibe  lake  of  inextingubhulile  tire  which  the  wrath  of 
.m  angry  God  shall  toss  with  fierce  coininotiun,  for¬ 
ever. 

The  “  lively  bright  horrors”  of  this  realm  of  in- 
femals  are  dejjicted  with  so  much  success,  that  ma¬ 
ny  are  hurried  to  despair  and  mental  w  retchedness ; 
as  they  place  such  implicit  confidence  in  w  hat  their 
professed  ministers  of  the  gospel  so  confidently 
assert.  It  is  a  fact  that  many  Christians  at  the  pre¬ 
sent  day,  doubt  the  opinion,  that  the  scriptures  fur¬ 
nish  sufficient  authority  for  the  belief  that  this  place 
or  state,  will  be  of  endless  perpetuity.  Doubtless, 
DO  careful  reader  of  the  Bible  will  be  so  disingciHioiis 
as  to  say  the  English  word  Hell  signifies,  according 
to  the  common  acceptation,  in  every  occurrence  in 
tile  scriptures.  For  Jonali  the  prophet  said,  “  out 
of  the  belly  of  Hell  cried  I”— and  lie  was  delivered 
from  thence.  St.  Peter  said  w  ith  refcrcjire  to  Chrbt: 
.^cts  ii.  87,”  “  Thou  wilt  not  leave  my  soul  in  Hell.” 
St.  James  sakl,  “  the  tongue  is  set  on  fire  of  Hell.” 
These  oeeunrences  must  certainly  be  escqitions. 
It  b  presumed  that  the  greater  proportion  of  the 
people  suppose,  that  there  b  but  one  w  ord  w  hich  b 
» rendered  in  the  Bible,  but  thb  b  nut  the  case. 
In  the  New-Testament  there  are  three  words  which 
rtie  translators  have  rendered  Hell,  vi?  •  GVA'.’we". 


Iladts  and  T\irtarttS.  It  is  rather  strange  that  one 
word  in  our  language  woidd  have  answered  to  these 
three,  but  preconceived  opinions  will  perform  w  on¬ 
ders  sometimes.  The  word  Gehenna  b  a  contrac¬ 
tion  of  two  words  from  the  Hebrew.viz. ;  Ge  or  Ghi 
dnd  Hinnom;  Sec,  Jer.  vii.  and  wii.  clis.  and  its 
primitive  signification  was  Tophet,  or  “  the  valley 
of  Slaughter,”  near  Jeiusalem.  The  reader  Is  re¬ 
quested  to  read  the  Ia.st  verses  of  the  last  chapter  of 
Isaiah,  where  he  will  find  a  declaration  concerning 
tlie  place,  “  where  the  worm  dieth  not  and  tlie  fire 
b  not  quenched.”  Thb  word  (GtAtnn<t)  occurs 
twelve  times  in  the  New  Testament.  The  follow¬ 
ing  arc  all  the  places,  Mat.  l>th,  88,  80,  do.  Mat. 
X.  88.  Mat.  xviii.  9.  Mat.  xxiii.  10,  dd.  Mark 
ix.  4d,  40,  47.  JuniLMiii.  6.  //ud(«  occurs  eleven 
times— Mat.  xi.  8d.  Mat.  xvi.  18.  Luke  xvi.  8S. 
Acts  ii.  87,  31.  I  Cor.  .w.  00,  (here  rendered  grave) 
Rev.  i.  Id.  Rev.  vi.  d.  Rev.  .\x.  13,  11.  Turta- 
rtu  occurs  once  8  Peter  ii,  1.  Tarturus  was  the 
place  in  which  the  Heathens  sui>pused  the  wicked 
woidd  be  punished  after  death  to  eternity ;  but  it 
does  not  apiieurthat  St.  Peter  would  have  adopted 
their  notions  about  Tartarus  any  mure  than  of  their 
Elysium.  H  tdts  b  the  Greek  word  answerable  to 
the  word  Shtol,  which  is  rendered  Hell  in  the  Uld 
Testament.  The  word  Shtol  occurs  sixty  four  times 
in  the  Old  Testament,  and  is  rendered  scrave  and 
pit  thirty  two  times.  Hence  it  will  he  di, covered 
that  the  truiislutors  have  rendered  the  Hebrew  word 
sometimes  Hell,  and  sometimes  grave  ;  not¬ 
withstanding  tills  is  not  the  Hebrew  word  for  giave 
or  pit.  As  the  w  ord  Sheot  as  well  Mllidts  signifies 
im  unseen  state,  or  a  state  of  darkness,  so  it  may  he 
used  to  signify,  littrully,  the  grave  or  any  unseen 
place  ;  and  figurativdij  a  state  of  darkness  or  sor¬ 
row  of  the  mind.  David  (Psalms  ix.  10)  says  tlio 
wicked  shall  be  turned  into  Hell  Sheul)  ;md  all  the 
nations  th<at  forget  God.”  He  here  sp;ikc  experi¬ 
mentally  as  he  most  devoutly  declared  that  God, 
whose  mercy  was  great  towards  him  hud  delivered 
his  soul  from  the  lowest  Hell,  (Shtol)  Psalms  Ixxxvi. 
13.  The  venerable  patriarch  Jacob  when  Joseph’s 
coat  was  presented  to  him,  mournfully  said,  “  1  w  ill 
go  down  into  the  grave  ( Sheol)  unto  my  son  mourn¬ 
ing.”  Job  said,  chap.  xiv.  13.  “  hide  me  m  tiiu 
grave,”  (Shtol),  Hosea  \iii.  13,  the  language  b ; 
“  oh  death  1  w  ill  be  thy  plagues,  and  oh  gr.u  o 
I  will  he  thy  dcstructiun.”  The  learned 
Dr.  Campbell;  though  a  believer  in  future  and  end¬ 
less  punishment  for  somebody,  in  his  dissertations, 
hasgiven  it  as  his  opinion  that  the  w  ord  Sheol  in  no 
instance,  in  the  Old  Testament,  alludes  to  misery 
beyond  the  resurrection. 

The  reader  w  ill  do  well  to  read  the  Rev.  M  alter 
Balfour's  “  Inquiiy  into  the  word.s,  Sheol,  Hades, 
Gthenna  and  Tartarus,”  In  which,  he  verv  perti¬ 
nently  shows  that  the  common  opinion  entertained  of 
the  word  Hell  b  incorrect  although  he  dots  not  pre¬ 
tend  that  future  and  even  endless  (Hinbhnient  uiav 
not  he  tiw’.eht  ;n  oth"r  wo-  Is.  ye*  nor  in  these  I 
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shall  su  pend  further  remark  on  this  sul>ject,  untill 
some  futui  e  numbc  i .  | 

rox  TITOICAZ,. 

'i  he  :>  Ilo  vint;  ariii !.  wh»  wiUtfii  by  a  rlcrgynian 
of  the  Tiin:t  Jii  tii  order,  and  sent  in  tor  insertion  in 
otirpaj'ei. 

KOH  7HK  ^;VA.^^.Kl,ICAl.  BKPOSIIORT. 

,1/r.  Editor, — I  am  not  an  Univrrsalist , 
hut,  bcinp  iii  a  free  country,  1  feel  ni»elf  at 
libcity  to  give  iny  upinidn  on  relipious  t^uh- 
jects,  or  any  oihcr  tiubjects  I  may  judge  suita¬ 
ble  and  reasonable.  'I'hereforc  letting  reli¬ 
gious  sects  and  denominations  alone,  1  shall 
give  myself  leave  to  take  notice  of  several  | 
things  respecting  the  Universalists,  with  which  j 
I  am  satisfied  and  well  pU'ased.  I  am  grati-  j 
fied,  and  highly  pleased  with  the  candor,  mild¬ 
ness,  and  fairness  with  which  all  their  writings 
are  conducted,  even  where  they  arc  most 
warmly  disputed.  This  is  the  more  worthy  of 
grateful  notice,  as  religious  disputes  and  con¬ 
troversies  in  all  past  ages  have,  more  or  less, 
been  carried  on  with  great  heat,  rancour,  l»it- 
terness,  and  a  persecuting  spirit ;  the  parties 
abusing  each  other  and  even  employing  per¬ 
secution,  when  in  their  power.  I’his  candor, 
mildness  and  fairness  of  the  Universalists  is 
the  more  to  be  admired,  as  at  this  day  no  sect 
whatsoever  is  so  much  reproached  and  revil¬ 
ed  as  they  are.  In  this  they  manifest  an  ex¬ 
cellent  Christian  spirit  that  when  they  are  re¬ 
viled  they  revile  not  again.  Another  thing 
with  which  I  am  pleased  and  highly  gratified, 
is  the  just,  reasonable  and  firm  stand  they 
have  taken,  and  continue  to  support,  against 
the  doctrines  and  tenets  of  Calvinism.  Cal- 


preaching.  None  of  the  countless  millions  of 
the  human  race  have  had  any  choice  or  agen¬ 
cy  in  coming  into  existence.  Ail  are  brought 
into  being  by  the  power  and  agency  of  the 
great  and  Almighty  Creator.  On  this  condi¬ 
tion  of  the  exi.stence  of  mankind,  it  will  una¬ 
voidably  follow  that  Cioil  has  brought  out  of 
nothing  into  being,  millions  and  millions  of 
millions  of  the  human  race,  originally  and 
merely  for  the  purpose  of  damning  and  tor¬ 
menting  them  to  all  eternity.  How  all  this 
can  be  reconciled  with  the  character  of  Cod, 
as  being  good,  and  “  Cod  is  love,”  is  difli- 
cult  to  conceive.  Besides  all  this.  Calvinists 
are  constantly,  and  to  appearance,  earnestly 
praying  that  sinners  may  be  converted,  that 
the  heathen  may  be  » hristianized,  and  all  the 
inhahitants  of  the  whole  eartli  may  be  saved; 
and  all  this  in  the  face  of  their  ow  n  professed 
and  declared  belief.  Another  thing  et^ually 
excellent  and  praiseworthy  in  the  Universal¬ 
ists,  is,  that  they  utterly  reject  and  utter!) 
disapprove  of  all  catechisms,  creeds,  formulas, 
and  confessions  of  faith,  of  human  composi- 
j  tion  ;  and  that  the  Bible  the  pure  blessed 
■  word  of  Cod  contained  in  the  holy  scriptures 
!  is  the  only  creed  which  they  receive,  and  the 
j  only  foundation  of  their  faith.  Catechisms 
and  creeds  of  mere  human  composition  have 
'  been  had  more  or  lc.ss  in  all  ages  since  the 
j  Christian  religion  has  been  propagated  ;  and 
j  we  have  at  this  day  creeds  and  confessionals 
j  of  human  composition  from  the  Pope  down  to 
I  the  most  obscure  sect  within  the  limits  of 
j  Christendom.  The  managers  of  these  creeds 
support  and  propagate  them  with  all  their  in- 
1  genuity  and  niiglit,  and  bring  as  many  pro.se- 
I  Ivte.s  to  their  several  schemes  as  all  the  means 


vinism  asserts  that  some  men  and  angels  arc  j  in  their  power  can  procure.  If  there  was 
predestined  unto  eternal  life,  and  others  fore- '  nothing  more,  this  sets  the  whole  Christian 
ordained  to  everlasting  death;  their  number!  world  disputing,  jangling,  quarreling,  anathe- 
so  certain  and  definite  that  it  cannot  be  either  I  matizing  and  exconimunicating  each  other. — 
increased  or  diminished.  I'hc  elect  are  I'he  devotees  to  each  creed  arc  as  strongly 
chosen  without  any  foresight  of  faith,  or  j  attached  to  their  creed  as  their  ghostly  guides, 
good  works,  or  perseverance  in  either  of  j  and  are  .actuated  by  the  same  spirit.  All  thi.s, 
them.  The  rest  of  mankind  Goil  has  been  i  bad  as  it  is,  is  but  a  small  part  of  the  mi.schief. 


pleased  to  pass  by,  and  to  ordain  them  to  The  kings  and  rulers  of  the  earth  have  adopt- 
dishonor  and  wrath,  for  their  sin,  to  the  praise  |  ed  and  established  their  favorite  creeds  ;  and 


his  glorious  justice  ;  and  tliat  none  are  re-  j 
deemed  by  Christ  but  the  elect  only.  To  say  i 
the  least ;  if  a  man  is  in  the  enclosure  of  the 
decree  for  heaven,  it  is  not  all  the  devils  in 
hell,  nor  all  the  men  on  earth  can  get  liim 
out,  nor  can  the  man  get  himself  out ;  and  to 
speak,  with  humble  and  adoring  reverence  of 
the  Deity,  God  himself  cannot  get  him  out 
unless  he  changes,  and  that  he  will  not.  If  a 
man  is  out  of  this  enclosure,  it  is  not  all  the 
angels  in  heaven,  and  all  the  men  on  earth 
can  get  him  in ;  nor  can  the  man  help  him¬ 
self  in ;  and,  still  speaking  with  humble  and 
devout  reverence  for  the  Deity,  God  lumself 
carmot  get  him  in  unless  he  changes.  In 
this  fixed  state  of  things,  no  reason  can  be  I 
yiren  why  there  should  be  any  privying  or! 


given  temporal  power  to  their  priests.  The 
priests  have  preached  king-craft,  and  kings 
have  supported  priest-craft.  From  these 
combinations  have  followed  fines,  iiiiprisoii- 
incnts,  confiscations,  racks,  gihbct.*i,  faggots, 
fire  and  inquisitions  ;  and  under  religious  pre¬ 
tensions  the  nations  of  the  earth  have  been 
led  forth  to  war,  and  the  most  dreadful  havoc 
mtide  of  mankind.  In  a  word,  it  may  truly  be 
said,  that  under  the  pretence  of  religion,  and 
the  abuse  of  the  pure  and  heaven-born  reli¬ 
gion  of  Jesus  Christ,  has  been  made  the  inno¬ 
cent  cause  of  more  wars,  plunder,  cruelties, 
mischief,  plagues,  torments  and  suflerings  on 
mankind,  than  any  other  causes  put  together. 
So  much  for  creeds  and  formulas  of  hunian 
making  One  would  think  after  all  this,  that 
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these  creeds  and  confessions  of  htiman  con-  ’ 
Mructiun  were  a  long  rope,  of  which  the  devil 
hedds  the  knot  end.  The  Bible  is  a  suflicient 
creed,  and  the  only  true  crei-d.  For  men  to 
make  creeds  and  calechisms  is  practically 
saying  that  Jesus  Christ  and  his  Prophets  and 
Apostles  have  not  made  a  creed  good  enough. 
Another  thing  highly  commendable  in  the  Uni- 
vcrsalists  is  that  they  are  decidedly  and  ac¬ 
tively  opposed  to  the  accumulation  of  such  ' 
nmazing  funds  as  are  collected  and  managed  | 
by  the  Clergy,  for  missionary  and  other  pro-  [ 
tended  pious  purposes.  Christ,  the  great  | 
founder  of  our  religion,  declared  that  his  king- 1 
(lorn  was  not  of  this  world,  and  his  condition  { 
was  like  his  declaration,  for  the  foxes  liad 
holes  and  the  birds  of  the  air  had  nests,  but 
the  Son  of  Man  had  not  where  to  lay  his  | 
head.  But  ever  since  Constantine  the  tireat  | 
repealed  all  the  edicts  which  had  been  made  ; 
for  the  persecution  of  the  Christians,  and  ! 
given  them  their  lilierty  and  a  degree  of  tom-  j 
poral  power,  the  Clergy  (with  a  few  honorable  i 
exceptions)  have,  in  all  the  nations  which  have  I 
embraced  Christianity,  by  a  great  variety  of| 
means,  acquired  power  and  money;  and  if  j 
they  could  get  power  they  could  get  money,  i 
and  if  they  could  get  money  they  could  get 
jKiwer ;  and  the  sums  of  money  are  immense, 
and  the  wealth  immense  that  they  have  amas¬ 
sed  among  the  credulous  people  of  the  various 
nations  and  kingdoms  that  have  embraced 
Christianity,  and  their  power  has  been  over  : 
the  nations  as  groat  and  amazing  as  their 
wealth.  The  United  States,  with  these  af¬ 
fecting  examples  before  them,  have  wisely  in 
the  Constitution  of  our  hap^vy  government, 
excluded  the  Clergy  from  temporal  power. — 
All  this  notwithstanding,  our  Clergy  have 
found  ways  and  means,  in  this  infant  nation, 
to  acquire  funds  to  a  greater  amount  an<l  to  a  j 
greater  extent  than  the  Clergy  of  any  nation  | 
ever  did  in  the  same  space  of  time.  I'lioy 
have  left  no  expedient  untried,  for  Missionary 
purposes,  for  Tract  Societies,  Bible  Societies, 
for  founding  Theological  Seminaries,  and  for 
the  education  of  poor  and  pious  youth,  they 
have  acquired  sums  that  are  amazing,  and  arc 
eating  up  the  people,  while  the  people  are  in¬ 
sensible  that  they  are  devoured.  The  influ¬ 
ence  of  the  Clergy  has  become  so  great  in 
Qur  Colleges  and  Seminaries  that  a  young 
man  cannot  enter  into  holy  orders  without  he 
proiiounecs  their  shiboletli  of  Calvinism  and 
ilopkintonianism,  all  which  speculative  stuff 
has  nothing  to  do  with  the  Gosj>cl  of  Christ. 
Where  this  will  end  cannot  be  foreseen  nor 
foretold 

One  thing  more  in  the  Univrrsalists  1  will 
notice,  with  which  1  am  highly  pleased  and 
which  1  highly  esteem  :  that  is,  so  far  as  I  am 
acquainted  with  them,  and  my  acquaintance  is 
ve  7  extensive,  they  arc  the  best  people  to 
live  with  in  this  world,  that  I  know  of  In  the 
world  to  come,  all  inaakiad  will  be  disposed  of 
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in  a  manner  perfectly  right  and  just  by  an 
infinitely  holy,  supreme  and  righteous  Judge 
1  therefore,  for  the  future  state,  judge  no  man, 
bnt  give  my  opinion  of  men  as  it  respects  the 
present  life.  The  generality  of  professed 
Christians,  of  the  various  sects,  appear  to  be 
partial,  bigotted,  and  devoted  to  their  own  de¬ 
nomination,  and  very  censorious  to  all  who 
difler  from  them.  They  generally  make 
themselves  very  free  with  people’s  charactert, 
and  dress  them  out  in  vciy  unfavorable  colors, 
and  are  commonly  the  most  difficult  people  to 
deal  with,  and  the  shar|K?st  in  bargains  of  any 
that  our  country  is  acquainted  with.  While 
at  the  same  time,  the  Universalists,  whom 
they  so  much  abuse,  generally  speaking,  de¬ 
fame  no  person’s  character,  are  peaceable  in 
their  neiglihorhoods,  fair  in  iheir  dealings,  kind 
to  the  jKJor,  and  ready  to  give  relief  to  such 
as  want  help.  These  things  are  at  least  good 
and  profitable  unto  men. 

.in  old  and  Jinn  believer  in  the  pvre,  va- 
defiled  and  blessed  religion  of  our  dear  Lord 
and  Saviour,  Jesus  Christ. 

Extracts  from  riis.Mo.vDi’s  Rfvikw  of  tiil 
PROCRKSS  OF  RfMOIOI'S  OpI.MO.NS. 

(Continued.') 

“  Religion,  in  its  relation  to  man,  ought 
always  to  be  progressive.  It  should  continu- 
I  ally  give  him  clearer  views  of  truth,  as  he  be- 
[  comes  more  capable  of  comprehending  it,  and 
purify  and  perfect  itself  with  the  progress  of 
light  and  civilization.  Now  this  progress  must 
destroy  the  influence  of  the  priest,  since  it 
supposes  the  inferiority  of  the  present  to  the 
future  teacher.  Thus  the  priest  is  every 
where  compelled  to  arrest  the  march  of  reli¬ 
gion,  or  rather  to  make  it  retrograde.  ’I’o  et- 
fcct  this,  lie  makes  it  consist  essentially  in  dog¬ 
ma  and  faith,  not  in  love  and  perfectibility,  or 
morals.” 

"  Dogma  is  the  explanation  which  tlic  priest 
of  every  religion  gives  of  that  which  is  loa.-t 
known  to  us ;  of  that,  in  the  spirit  work,  w  hich 
is  incomprehensible,  and  of  which  we  can 
only  have  presentiments.  According  to  the 
degree  of  light  diffused  in  the  world  ut  the 
epoch  when  a  religion  is  formed,  these  dog¬ 
mas  may  be  a  theogony  and  ceremony  more  or 
!  less  gross  ;  or  they  may  be  true  and  revealed 
notions  of  the  divinity,  but  always  transmitted 
I  by  human  language,  consequently  incomplete 
I  and  obscure  ;  or  thc\  are  mysteries,  repre¬ 
sented  by  contradictory  words,  which  may  bo 
submitted  to,  but  cannot  be  admitted  into  the 
mind,  because  we  can  only  believe  what  we 
can  comprehend.” 

“  M.  B.Constant  has  denominated  religiou-' 
forms,  all  that  part  of  religion  which  is  diverse 
among  different  people,  whilst  the  religious 
sentiment  is  every  where  the  same  These 
words  express  imperfectly  our  idea,  or,  at  least, 
we  shall  go  farther  than  he,  and  say  boldly 
*  that  religion  is  not  dogma.  It  consists  in  man’s 
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relation  to  (ind,  and  not  in  the  notion  which  i  all  in  operation,  will  accept  the  homage,  which, 
he  forms  of  fJod,  or  in  tiie  words  hy  which  j  with  all  these  mistakes,  and  under  various 
he  expresses  it.  Religion  is  a  sentiment,  and  j  names  is  addressed  alone  to  him.  It  is  God, 
not  a  science.  It  is  composed  of  the  expres- 1  whom  the  savage  adores  under  these  gross 
sion  of  the  love  and  gratitude  of  the  creature  I  symbols,  that  our  priests  have  named  hi.s 
to  the  Creator,  and  of  the  elforts  he  makes  to  \  fetiches.  It  was  God,  that  the  Greek  and  Ro- 
«’onform  himself  to  his  will ;  not  of  the  opinion  I  man  worshipped,  even  while  each  of  his  at- 
he  conccivcsof  the  essence  of  God,  or  of  the  i  tributes  was  to  them  a  person  of  the  Divinity, 
words  by  which  he  essays  the  description  of|  It  is  the  sametiod  that  we  all  adore  ;  Jews, 
wh.at  human  wonls  cannot  describe,  nor  hu- j  Mussclmans,  and  Christians ;  for  there  is  no 
man  intelligence  conceive.  U  is  evident  that  i  other.” 

our  conceptions  of  the  nature  of  the  Divine  ]  “  For  the  same  rea.ion  that,  as  a  chri.stian, 

Reing  must  be  imperfect,  and  in  proportion  to  ‘  1  reject  the  personification  of  infinite  power, 
our  finite  intelligence  ;  and  this  conception  1  on  which  [lolytheism  is  founded,  I  have  reject- 
inust  vary  with  each  individual  according  to  '  ed  as  a  Protestant,  the  mysteries  of  (’atholic- 
the  measure  of  his  faculties.  If  we  express  !  ism.  Rut  let  us  look  a  little  farther.  Per- 
hy  words  our  belief  concerning  that  w  hich  is  haps  wi;  shall  find,  that  w  e  only  difler  in  word.'-, 
incomprehensible  in  the  Divinity,  we  may  all !  whilst  we  are  united  by  a  religious  worship, 
repeat  the  same  words,  but  the  sense  of  these  i  w  Inch  we  offer  with  a  common  feeling  to  thr 
words  will  be  to  each  one  as  dilferent  from  1  same  being.  The  Catholic  prie.st  fells  me  the 
another.  Our  theology,  that  is,  our  knnrvlet/i'e  Divinity  is  present  in  the  consecrated  host.  I 
of  G'od,  or,  to  express  ourselves  more  exactly,  |  believe  it ;  for  he  is  omnipresent.  But,  “  No!” 
oiir  language  eoncerning  (Jod,  is  the  measure  i  replies  he,  “  it  is  the  Divinity  himself,  chang- 
of  our  knowledge,  or  our  ignorance,  in  com- 1  ed  into  this  substance  ;  our  eyes  see  him;  all 
paring  ourselves  with  others.  It  does  not  dc-  i  our  senses  perceive  him  on  this  altar.”  Does 
pend  on  us  ;  it  can  neither  offend  God,  nor !  he  then  deny  that  God  is  omnipresent  1  Oh 
please  him."  I  no  !  It  is  a  part  of  the  system  he  teaches, 

“  It  is  then  a  religious,  as  well  as  n  charita-  that  God  is  at  the  same  time  in  substance  up- 
ble  sentiment,  that  makes  us  respect  the  faith  i  on  all  the  altars  where  this  mystery  is  accoin- 
of  a  man  of  another  sect,  however  dilferent  it  |  plished,  and  at  the  same  time  his  presence 
may  be  from  our  ow  n.  For  w  hatever  may  be  fills  the  universe.  I  do  not  understand  him. 
the  degree  of  his  ignorance  or  barbarism, what- !  it  is  true  ;  but  there  is  nothing  in  his  belief 
ever  errors  may  vail  his  understanding,  his;  that  shocks  me.  It  relates  to  the  diflerent 
homage  is  addressed  to  God,  and  it  is  f  lie  |  degrees  of  intensity  of  the  presence  of  the 
God  of  the  universe  who  receives  if,  by  what-:  Divinity,  if  1  may  thus  express  myself,  which 
ever  name  it  is  offered  to  him.  The  poor  sa- ;  is  beyond  my  intelligence,  but  does  not  coii- 
vage  perceivc.s  the  agency  of  a  God  in  the  j  found  it.” 

thunder  which  threatens  him,  in  the  rain  i  Among  the  protestanfs,  there  are  those  who 
which  fertilizes  his  field,  in  the  fever  that  arc  called  I'nitariuns,  because,  though  they 
abates  his  strength,  and  in  the  medicinal  bark  admit  the  Divine  niisoion  of  (Mirist,  they  do 
that  restores  him.  He  seeks  this  God.  He  not  admit  his  divinity.  We  know  what  dis- 
fancies  ho  finds  him  in  his  cabin,  or  in  the  sur- ,  turhanccs  have  been  caused  in  the  church  hy 
rounding  forest.  He  may  imagine  his  pro- 1  this  controversy,  from  the  origin  of  christian- 
senee  in  an  unknown  stone,  a  tree  or  a  bird.  |  ity.  It  is  nevertheless  a  dispute  in  words. 
Hiserror  is  certainly  gross;  but  w  hen  he  prays,  i  Do  the  Trinitarians  acknowledge  three  inde- 
hc  thinks  of  the  Invisible  Being,  or  of  the  ,  pendent  (iods,  who  may  be  opposed  to  each 
Being  whose  agency  is  invisible,  more  power-  other  ?  No,  certainly  not.  Do  they  believe 
fill  than  man,  who  rewards  and  punishes,  and  |  that  man  can  please  one  and  uispleuse  another’ 
whose  protection  he  implores.  But  there  is  :  Not  at  all.  The  same  attributes,  the  same 
but  one  sucii  being.  A  little  farther,  he  finds  I  goodness,  the  same  omnipotenro,  the  same 
another  idol.  He  adores  him  also,  for  he  be- .  omnipresence,  are  the  develop'-incntof  this 
lieves  him  endowcil  with  another  portion  of  i  wnich  the  orthodox  iiiculcafr. 

invisible  power,  (^nc  has  ripened  his  harvests,  j  Words  may  distinguish  the  different  persons  of 
another  has  multiplied  his  game.  One  pro- ,  the  Trinity  ;  but  the  mind  always  confounds 
iccts  the  borders  of  his  river,  another  threat-}  them  in  the  adoration  addressed  to  the  God  of 
ens  in  the  roar  of  the  waterfall.  He  docs  not  ( the  Christian.  The  Trinitarian  givc.s  him  three, 
yet  know  that  it  is  the  same  Being  whom  he  t  names  ;  1  give  him  but  one.  He  has  fixed 
finds  every  where.  One  hand  comes  out  of,  opinions  upon  the  independence  of  the  diffc- 
fhe  cloud  to  bless  him,  another  .sustains  him  rent  attributes  of  the  Infinite  Being,  which  he 
in  adversity  One  cliastises,  another  heals  names  divine  persons,  which  I  do  not  compre- 
him.  His  eye  is  not  yet  clear  enough  to  per-  hend,  and  conser|urntly  ought  not  to  dispute, 
ceive,  through  the  cloud,  the  Being  with  an  .  But  what  does  it  signify  to  me,  that  he  calls 
hundred  hands,  who  follows  him  every  where.  [  him  God  1  Do  I  not  know,  that,  hy  whatever 
His  gratitude  stops  at  the  hands  he  sees  or  ^  name  he  is  addressed,  the  Supreme  Being 
imagine?  the  ]3'’ing  who  ha?  rut  them  equcillv  listonj'  ton?  all  '  If  I  am  not  ofl^ended 
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that  the  Germans  call  him  Gott,  the  Spaniards 
Dtos,  why  am  I  offended,  that  the  name  of 
rhrist  should  be  given  to  the  master  of  the 
world  ?  Will  this  being  of  unlimited  goodness 
repel  the  homage,  which  is  offered  to  him  by 
another  name  than  that  which  it  pleases  me  to 
give  him  ?” 

(To  be  continued.) 

laXSOELLANEOUS. 

ORIUISAI.  AMCCDUTK. 

A  certain  lady,  who  was  a  constant  attend¬ 
ant  on  Sabbath  worship  and  who  us<>d  to  en¬ 
trust  her  domestic  concerns  to  the  care  and 
obs«;rvance  of  her  very  indulgent  husband, 
during  her  absence,  returned  from  church  one 
evening,  where  a  very  enthusiasastic  clergy¬ 
man  had  ]»reached  ;  and  informed  her  hus- 
tiaiid  that  she  had  been  much  refreshed,  for 
they  had  had  really  a  go sermon.  The  minis 
ter  depicterl  Hell  in  swrh  glowing  colours  that 
if  seemed  she  could  almost  see  the  flames. — 
Indeed,  said  her  husband,  somewhat  astonish¬ 
ed,  where  did  the  minister  find  a  text,  suited 
to  such  a  subject  ?  I  very  believe,  said  she, 
that  1  have  forgotten  the  particular  chapter 
."nd  verse,  but  the  text  I  remember  ami  can 
turn  to  it  in  a  moment — It  is  this,  “  .ibraham 
mid  unto  David,  thou  almost  persuadest  me  to 
If  a  Christian." 

ANECDOTE  Ol'  THE  REV.  JAMES  ARMSTRONG. 

Some  months  ago  the  Rev.  Mr.  Armstrong 
preached  at  Harmony,  near  the  Wabash,when 
11  doctor  of  that  place,  a  professed  Didst  or 
Infidel,  called  on  his  associates  to  accompany 
Iiim,  while  he  “attacked  the  .Methodist,”  as 
he  said.  At  first  he  asked  .Mr.  Armstrong  if 
he  '  followed  iireaching  to  save  souls  ?’  he 
answered  in  the  affirmative.  He  then  a.>i^d 
Mr.  Armstrong  ‘if  he  ever  saw  a  soul  ?’  *  Xo.’ 

If  he  ever  heard  a  soul  V  '  No.’  ‘  If  he 
ever  tasted  a  soul  ?’  ‘  No.’  '  If  he  ever  smelt 

a  soul  V  '  No.’  ‘  If  he  ever  felt  a  soul  V — 
Yes,  thank  God,  said  Mr.  .\rmstrong.  ‘  Wi  ll,’ 
said  the  Doctor,  ‘  there  are  four  of  the  five 
senses  against  one.  to  evidence  that  there  is 
no  soul.’  Mr.  Armstrong  then  asked  the 
gentleman  if  he  was  not  a  doctor  of  medicine? 
and  was  answered  in  the  affirmative.  He 
then  asked  tho  doctor,  ‘  if  he  ever  saw  a  pain?’ 

No.’  ‘  If  he  ever  heard  a  pain  ?’  No.’  ‘If 
lie  ever  ta.sted  a  pain  ?’  ‘  No.’  If  he  ever 

smelt  a  pain  ?’  ‘No.’  ‘  If  he  ever  felt  a  pain?’ 

‘  Yes.’  Mr.  Armstrong  then  said,  ‘  there  are 
also  four  senses  against  one,  to  evidence  that 
there  is  no  pain,  and  yet,  sir,  you  know’  that 
there  is  a  pain,  and  I  know  there  is  a  soul.’ 
The  doctor  appeared  confounded  and  walked 
off. — Indiana  Gazette. 

cf7ntral  association. 

"  The  Central  Association  of  IJniversaiists” 
.•V..I  (1  in  annual  session,  at  Hamilton,  Ma- 
n  CO.  N.  Y.  on  Wednesday,  June  Cth. 


Fifteen  ministering  brethren  were  present  on 
the  interesting  occasion,  and^a  large  and  high¬ 
ly  respectable  concourse  of  people  assemb!«  d, 
and  by  so  doing  evinced  their  faithfulness  in 
the  cause  of  truth  Five  discourses  were  de¬ 
livered  ;  one  by  brother  1.  Whitnall — one  by 
brother  D.  Skinner — one  by  the  editor  of  this 
paper — one  by  brother  W.  1  Reese — and  one 
I  by  brother  S.  R.  Smith.  A  lively  interest  w  as 
taken  in  the  public  exercises,  and  tlic  truth 
apparently  received  into  good  and  honest 
hearts  ’I’he  spiritual  festivities  of  the  occa¬ 
sion  were  of  n  description  calculated  to  im¬ 
press  the  mind  with  a  sense  of  the  truth  that 
the  grace  of  <iod,  that  bringeth  salvation  ti> 
all  men  teaches — effectually  teaches  that  deny¬ 
ing  ungodliness  and  worldly  lusts,  we  should 
live  soberly,  righteously,  and  godly  in  this  pre¬ 
sent  world. — Gospel  Jt/r. 

Co.NcoRD,  X.  H.  June  IP. 

A  friend  relates  to  us  tlu-  following  instance 
of  canine  sagacity.  Mr.  Joseph  Hanson  re¬ 
sides  on  the  Pinkham  road  in  the  countv  of 
Coos,  near  Mount  Washington,  eight  miles 
from  any  inhabitant.  His  child  w  as  lately  ta¬ 
ken  dangerously  sick — so  that  neither  hiniself 
or  his  w  ife  could  safely  h’ave  it  for  assistance. 
Enclosing  a  letter  in  a  packet,  he  despatched 
his  dog  ten  miles  to  the  house  of  Mr.  Pink- 
ham  ;  and  tin;  dog  delivered  the  message  in 
an  hour  and  an  half,  so  that  in  the  course  of 
a  few  hours  the  nece.ssary  .assistance  arrived. 
\\  hen  the  dog  arrived  at  Adams  among  the 
inhabitants,  he  passed  several  persons,  and 
evaded  them,  as  if  fearful  that  he  should  be 
prevented  from  doing  his  errand. 

X.  Y.  D.  Adv. 

PULPIT  HI.(  KiUENCE. 

A  preacher  of  the  Ilaptist  denomination  m 
Sampson  county,  N  C,  lately  said  in  t!;f 
I  pulpit,  that  “  If  Hell  uere  rukeil  U'ith  a  fii.c 
tooth  comb,  that  another  doctrine,  .so  bad  as 
Universalism,  could  not  be  found.  ’  Thesamcr 
person,  at  another  time  oliserved,  that  “  It' 
Hell  were  scraped  xcith  pincen,  another  ch.v 
racter  could  not  be  e  xtracted,  so  bail  as  that 
of  a  Univer.salist  preacher.” — (iuere  ;  As  the 
above  named  per.son,  Mr.  C - ,  is  fa¬ 

mous  for  ransacking  IFll,  and  dealing  in  fire 
and  brimstone,  would  he  not  lie  a  good  hand 
to  make  the  trial  ' — Lihcralist. 

N.  B.  In  a  late  number  of  the  “  Troy  Review" 
the  public  arc  funiMicd  vvitli  the  astonMiing  infor¬ 
mation  of  tho  Conversion  of  two  Athei-ts,  and  ono 
Univcrsali^t.  Remarks  on  tlie  above  mentioned  cir¬ 
cumstance,  will  be  olftrcd  in  our  next. 

The  gentlem  in  at  Lansiugburg  implicaf.’d 
as  a  calumniator  in  a  former  No.  of  our  paper,  de¬ 
nies  what  is  therein  alleged  respecting  the  editor. 
The  story  had  its  origin  in  some  one,  and  whoever 
'  it  was.  must  and  ‘•hould  be  accountable  for  tlie  same. 


KVANGKLICAL  HErOSITORV. 


SAORED  LYRE. 


UMVEHSALISM. 

Awake,  Eternal  l^ove !  and  from  the  eartli 
Let  hoprful  millions  nsher  into  biitii  ; 

Thine  image  give,  and  tit  them  till  to  raise 
Unbounded  pa;aiv>  to  tlieir  maker’s  praise. 

To  make  my  gkny  more  conspicuous  shine, 
And  man  more  happy  in  my  praise  divine, 

A  plan  devise,  whii  h  will  my  grace  reveal. 

In  saving  souls  from  misery,  death  and  hell. 

The  bitter  cup  in  man’s  volition  place, 

The  sure  insolvency  of  his  race  ; 

Thus  all  to  vanity  subject,  but  still 
Preserve  in  hope — this  is  iny  holy  w  ill. 

When  all  are  lost,  and  in  their  nature  dead. 
Py  union  with  their  first,  and  fed’nU  head  ; 
Reveal  thyself,  that  to  thy  nature  join’d. 
Eternal  life  may  tlow  to  idl  luankiiid. 

Let,  by  degrees,  tlic  day  and  night  divide. 


!  >n'  E.ATHER’S  UU.W  E. 

I  BV  .MR.  JAMES  BIRII. 

Tlic  mound  is  green,  the  grass  is  growing 
O’er  the  newly  platted  grave  ; 

Fast  the  tide  of  time  is  flowing. 

Whelming  all  beneath  its  wave. 

I  joy  to  think  that  wave  may  bear 
Me  onward  to  a  world  ol  bliss. 

That  I  may  see  and  love  him  tlicre. 

Whom  1  so  fondly  prized  in  this ! 

My  F ather !— Oh  !  thy  name  is  yet 
A  treasured  thoiiglit,  and  long  will  be, 

E’en  till  with  parting  life  shall'set 
The  pole-star  of  my  memory  ! 

i 

f'or  thou  to  me  hast  been  below 
I  A  guide  to  w  arn,  a  light  to  guide, 

I  To  thy  unceasing  love  1  owe 

More  than  to  all  the  world  beside  ! 

Thy  kindness  now  seems  doubly  dear, 

I  Since  thou  art  gone  and  gone  for  ever ! 

How  bright  .\rtcrtion’s  hues  appear. 

Which  nought  can  dim,  though  death  may  sevre. 

So,  w  hen  the  summer  sun  departs. 

And  wintry  darkness  reigns  alone. 

Then  o’er  the  memory  of  our  hearts 
Beams  blighter  still  his  brightness  gone  ! 

Parent  spirit  gone  before  me  ! 

Louk'st  thou  from  thy  starry  throne  ! 


To  teai  h  the  world  their  darkness,  shiune,  and  j  Haply  now  thou  watehest  o’er  me. 


Their  prodigal  Frfc-rn//— and  what  would  he. 
If  left  to  self,  their  final  destiny. 

But  yet  be  near,  my  Son,  when  foes  invade, 
l,est  some  one  spirit  fail  which  I  have  made ; 
Correct  and  piini'.h  men  for  good,  but  stay 
Thy  rod— the  precious  soul  might  waste  away. 

Behold,  my  Son.  all  power  to  thee  is  given. 
With  all  that  I  possess  in  earth  or  heavSn ; 

'Phou  ait  my  Heir — go,  do  my  blessed  will, 

■  .\nd  what  my  law  requires  in  man,  fulfill. 

Go,  take  the  bitter  cup— man’s  thraldom  free. 
Be,  for  my  wandering  sheep,  the  way  to  me. 
Gird  on  my  might — my  sword  of  truth  employ  : 
Destroyers  of  ihc  lower  w  orld  destroy. 


Sorrowing  at  thy  grave  alone  ! 

Here  the  world,  its  truth,  its  error. 
Wealth,  and  glory,  all  arc  vain ; 

.Joy  and  sorrow,  hope  and  terror. 

Cease,  where  death  alone  can  reign  ! 

The  grave !  that  fniil  and  silent  dwelling. 
What  is  all  its  gloom  to  me  ? 

I  Is  not  e’en  its  silence  telling 
'  ^'hat  my  own  sure  fate  must  be  ! 

I  Yes !  but  here  awhile  I  gather 
i  Flow  ers  of  memory  sjninging  fast  : 
j  Cherish’d  thus  for  thee,  my  Father  ! 
Long  their  grateful  bloom  will  last ! 


A.esvrovers  u.  o.c  luwv*  wu.iu  uesuoy. 

~  ,  .  .  ,  ,  i-  „  ,  ,  ,  Me  from  every  caithlv  tie. 

To  thee  I  givx  the  charge  of  al  that  man  has  made.  Then,  to  dwell  with  tlu’-e  iV, rover ! 
Kotore  all  that  have  wander  d  Iroin  their  Head.  That  hope  will  make  it  bli>s  to  die  ! 
IjCt  not  the  wheel ;  of  natuix'  cease  to  roll, 

Till  inthce  center  every  living  soul.  - - - -  ■  -■  . . 


The  FATHER  spoke— the  Sun  refulgent  bright, 
Shone  through  thick  vapours  of  eternal  nigiit ; 
Struck  her  dark  [Kirtals  open  to  t'le  day. 

And  quenchless  burnings  swept  the  chaff  away. 

All  tliat  was,  Satan  finish’d — .\LL  IS  NEW, 
And  second  Eden  kindles  into  view — 

A  world  is  free  ;  a  C’onqueror  now  they  own. 
And  shouting  crown  him  on  a  golden  throne. 

No  tongue  is  silent— cverv  creature  sings  ; 
Through  v;ist  immensity  tlie  echo  rings ; 

The  KING  of  GLORY  !  all  respond  as  one  ; 
TlicKING  of  GLORY  !  rolls  the  triumph  on  : 
Tis  done  in  God— and  must  in  man  be  done. 
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